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In recognition of an outstanding gentleman and scholar:  
 
 

Yoshinobu Tsujimoto 
 
 
It is truly a privilege and a pleasure to honor my friend Yoshinobu Tsujimoto on the occasion 
of his retirement from Osaka University. It is a privilege for Tsujimoto-sensei is an 
internationally recognized scholar of the very highest order, a man who has contributed very 
substantially to our knowledge and understanding of the mechanics of turbomachines and 
who has shared that knowledge across all borders for the benefit of scholars and engineers all 
over the world.  It is a pleasure because he has done all this with compassion and 
understanding, irrespective of national or cultural differences. Indeed he has done so with 
such grace and friendliness that he has been truly an outstanding ambassador for his country 
and culture. He has such a huge group of friends around the world that his expertise, his 
generosity and his conviviality will be remembered far into the future. And so I salute a great 
scholar and a marvelous human being and look forward to his company for many years to 
come.    
 
I remember the first time I saw Yoshi. Professor Imaichi had accompanied Yoshi to Caltech 
in order to introduce him to Professor Acosta. The first thing that stood out was that, unlike 
all the previous Japanese visitors who would be well-groomed and dressed in business suits, 
here was a young man with long hair and dressed in jeans. I thought that here was a young 
man who is an original – he would either be a very good scientist or a very bad one. As it 
turned out it was not long before I realized that beneath that large mop of hair lay a first-class 
mind 
and a dogged inquisitiveness. We soon became friends and remain so after many decades. We 
have ventured together into the intricacies of rotordynamics and all the complications of pump 
cavitation to the point where it was sometimes difficult to say who thought of a particular 
approach first. I also had the great honor of having him translate my book on the 
“Hydrodynamics of Pumps” into Japanese. As I said in the preface to that Japanese edition I 
could be certain that the translation was superior to the original because of Yoshi’s deep 
understanding of the topic. 
 
But, along the way, we have also had great fun together. There have been many moments of 
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great companionship.  There were days of enjoyment on that bamboo-covered hill just outside 
Osaka where we went to fly Yoshi’s remote-controlled gliders.  I could never match the 
delicate flight manoevers Yoshi was able to perform.  A small temple had been constructed on 
the top of the hill and was dedicated with kanji characters denoting friendship and fidelity. 
They seemed so appropriate for Yoshi that, when I returned to California, I carved those 
characters into a block of wood that I gave to Yoshi as a symbolic gesture of respect. It has 
hung in his office at Osaki University ever since and a painting of the same characters hung  
in my office at Caltech. The hill was owned by a remarkable local Japanese gentleman by the 
name of Mr. Oka whom I was privileged to meet and who shared with me some of the best 
saki I have ever tasted. 
 
I also have very fond memories of our hikes in some of the more remote parts of Japan. One 
of the first was an intriguing ascent of the sacred Mount Ominiesan. Another was the hike to 
the top of Yakushima island when a large Japanese macaque insisted on sitting on the hood of 
our car and refused to budge until we offered him our entire larder of food.  I remember 
Yoshi’s struggles on the slopes of Mount Fuji and the old lady who insisted on reading my 
palm much to the great amusement of the gathered crowd of onlookers.  I remember with  
glee being trapped naked in an outdoor onsen on Yakashima island by the approach of an 
English lady who seemed unaccountably determined to take our photograph!!  It was hours 
before we felt safe to emerge and dash for our clothes!!  
 
Most of all I remember his kindness and his generosity of spirit. And I remember his excellent 
mentorship of his students, many of whom have gone on to outstanding careers. Osaka 
University was extraordinarily fortunate in securing his services many years ago and will not 
be the same without him. Hopefully the rest of us will enjoy his brilliance and his 
companionship for many years to come.  
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