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I send warm hearted congratulations on the occasion of the successful retirement of 

Professor Tsujimoto Yoshinobu from The Osaka University.  Life’s journey can be divided into 

three chapters - the growth and learning chapter; career as a professional; and life after 

retirement. At each juncture, we experience sense of accomplishment, frustration, and hope.  

Therefore, successful completion of the second chapter of life can be of thought of as a blessing 

from God. 

As Professor Tsujimoto mentioned on his “Opportunities”, he educated students with 

sincere and warm heart and made great academic contribution to turbomachinery, especially 

cavitation stability area. Throughout his career, he excelled as professor and engineer and played a 

great role to encourage global cooperation through communicating with many experts. He said 

that most of the “targets” were supplied from the real world as “opportunities”. All of the works 

were made by good students and colleagues with hard work and I appreciate them as well. Hero 

is not a special man. We all understand that a common life is not easy to have. Professors and 

engineers who successfully lead their roles given by God, even small or great, are all heroes of the 

day.  

As described on his “opportunities”, we were invited to the home of Yutai Lee with 

Professor Wu Yulin, when we attended the 2000 ASME FED at Boston. Dr. Yutai Lee was my class 

mate and intimate friend in the IIHR, University of Iowa. I had research interests in pump design 

and performance enhancement and I was involved in the national research developing a small 

turbo-pump for rocket propulsion as a beginner. Since I met Yoshi, a specialist of turbo-pumps, 

I had much help and advice from him. I could borrow the research model of the inducer for H-II 

rocket without any hesitation and conditions. At that time we have never designed or 

manufactured turbo-pump inducers using a five axis milling machine in Korea. I had very strong 

interest in measuring performance and cavitation of the inducer in my laboratory. Such 

generosity extended by Yoshi is neither easy nor common. I also had a chance to look around 

the research facilities of Kakuda center of NAL with his kind recommendation.  

Professor Tsujimoto and I, both born in 1949, have had the good fortune to share the joys 

of life. I associated with him at ASME FED and Asian Congress of Fluid Machinery. Yoshi also 



visited Korean society of turbo-machinery and promoted the technical exchanges between Korea 

and Japan. He has always been positive, sociable, active, and open.  I still feel burdened because I 

feel I have received more from him than I have given. 

Professor Tsujimoto has been a real engineer who searched for technical problems on site, 

tried to understand the key phenomena with engineering modeling, and showed the solution. I 

met Professor Hideo Ohashi first in 1987 (when I was in my thirties) and guided him to KAIST in 

Daejeon. Professors Ohashi and Hyun were organizing The First KSME-JSME Thermal and Fluids 

Engineering Conference, which was the pioneering start of regular communication between KSME 

and JSME. Professor Ohashi told me that “It is important for researchers to look for research 

topics from the industry and solve problems”. Back then, Korean industries were still plagued by 

problems in design, manufacture, and management. His message of industry-academia 

collaboration and searching for truth based on facts (實事求是) has had a huge impact on me 

during my entire career.  In some sense, I believe these values are similar to Yoshi’s. Dr. Jong Kim 

of EPRI told us to be the first class engineer rather than the second class physicist. That is our 

pride as an engineer. New fashions in research, including micro, nano, and bio areas have 

emerged. Many young researchers are more concerned with words such as Nature and impact 

factor rather than engineering.  It is hard to tell whether they are doing physics or engineering.  

Yet, the technical need of fundamental areas is still strong. Therefore, the preoccupation with new 

trends is worrisome in some aspects, and I agree with Yoshi’s message. 

 All of the professors are to be retired at the age of sixty five in Korea. I am also preparing 

for my third chapter of life due in two years. Opportunity of consulting, technical social service, 

traveling, reading, photograph, joy of life with my family must be new topics of value. We have a 

joke in Korea, “The jobless can die of overwork.” Even after retirement, I hope Yoshi and I can still 

share many more experiences to come.  Korea, Japan, and China share sensitive common history, 

and politicians in all three countries are abusing it for their short-term gain.  We have Japanese 

“hon-ne and tate-mae”. Japanese traditionally value tate-mae. I hope we can make a small 

contribution to peace in Asian community by encouraging technical cooperation. God will bless us 

for heath, peace and happiness. I feel fortunate to have met you, Yoshi.  

2012. 12. 25.  

(Comment by Yoshi: The inducer we offered was designed and manufactured at 
 Osaka University to satisfy the specifications of Oxigen Turbopump for HII rocket) 


